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Making a Connection that Counts! 

Leader’s Guide 

Opening Prayer:

INTRODUCTION 
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LIVE AND LOVE IN EXILE 



 

 

Evangelism Sunday – Bible Study 

CONNECTING TO COMMUNITIES 
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CONNECT WITH YOUR LIFE 
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CONNECT WITH YOUR FAITH 
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What can we learn about humility here? 

You think of Jesus’ encounter with so many people throughout the gospels—he ate with 

tax collectors and sinners; he spoke with prostitutes and outcasts; he granted healing to 

the daughter of the Canaanite woman. He could have said, “I am better than you. You 

don’t deserve the time of day.” But he didn’t! Instead he came to die for all people—no 

one was left out—that includes you and me (Romans. 5:8). May we have the humility to 

realize that if Jesus could approach all people and consider no one a “lost cause,” then 

we ought to realize that we can as well since we all are in the same position before God 

(i.e. sinners redeemed by the blood of Jesus). 

1. Jesus starts with a comfortable social interaction—he asks for some water to 

drink. What things are most striking about Jesus’ words when it comes to 

connecting to the woman with his faith? 

Jesus kept the conversation spiritual—he knew where he was going with the 

conversation and kept it on track. Another point to note is that Jesus was not 

afraid to speak the law to this woman. She needed that preparatory law just as 

each one does in order to appreciate the gospel he wanted to share. First, she 

needed to thirst to realize her need for the living water Jesus offered! 

We have a hard time keeping the conversation spiritual many times. What 

are the reasons for that? Are any of them good reasons? Explain. 

The reasons could be numerous—many of which deal with the desire to preserve 

our own self-image: What will this person think of me? Will I be perceived as a 

spiritual nutcase? Will someone think I’m unloving?  

Most of us do not like confrontation and so at the first sign of it, we back away. 

Obviously, the reasons are not good ones when we recognize the work we are 

doing as God’s royal priests. We are carrying out the Great Commission. Do you 

ever need to be ashamed of God and what he says (Matthew 10:32)? 

What message did Jesus bring to the Samaritan woman? 

Law and Gospel. The same message we have been entrusted with to win souls for 

Christ. He met her where she was at and addresses her life specifically. 

Think about it! Wouldn’t it be wonderful to know everything about someone we’re talking to 

about Jesus? Perhaps you don’t have the advantage that Jesus had here, but there is a way 

to get to know the person you want to share Jesus with: Talk to them! Love them! Connect 

with them! There are many different styles of doing evangelism—give a Biblical example for 

each style listed: 
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❖ Confrontational – “In your face” 

God’s Great Exchange could be characterized this way (i.e. “If you were to die 

tonight, etc.”). Peter at Pentecost could be a good example of this: “This Jesus, 

whom you crucified” – wow! (Acts 2) 

❖ Intellectual – Apologetics 

C.S. Lewis is a notable example from recent history. We might think of Paul in 

Athens (Acts 17) as he reasons with the philosophers just as he did so often 

with the Jews in the synagogue. 

❖ Invitational – “Come and See” 

The classic example of this is Philip’s invitation to Nathanael in John 1. 

❖ Interpersonal – “Friendship” 

Jesus didn’t just preach to people, he also got involved with their lives. He ate 

with tax collectors and sinners! He ate with Pharisees!  

❖ Testimonial – “Telling your story” 

Think of Paul explaining his conversion story in Acts. Think of the demon 

possessed man (i.e. “I am Legion”) in Mark 5 who wanted to follow Jesus, but 

instead Jesus told him to stay and tell others how much the Lord had done 

for him. N.B. It appears the man did his job well as Jesus was welcomed in 

the Decapolis the next time he came, instead of being asked to leave. 

❖ Serving – “Love in Action” 

Think of Tabitha (Dorcas) in Acts 9 who was known for always doing good 

and helping the poor. Because she was so well loved, her living testimony to 

God’s love for her spoke volumes to those around her. 

What is your style? How has God gifted you? Use it! 

Confrontation is not the only style of Evangelism and it doesn’t fit everyone’s gifts. But we have all 

been gifted to live our faith and it’s important to know how we’ve been gifted. 

CONCLUSION: 

Know your church. Know your community. Given what we studied today—how will 

you, personally, make connections to your community? What can you suggest to 

your evangelism leaders and help accomplish to make more connections to your 

community? 

Answers will vary—notice that we are encouraging everyone, not just the 

evangelism leaders to get involved! 

Share with him. 


